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MEMBERSHIP ‘CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED THROUGH THE YEAR from members are 
used in helping to defray the cost of operating the National Trust. In 
addition to membership contributions, the Trust receives during each year 
other contributions from members and friends for the support of activities 
in which they are interested. Such additional contributions enable the 
Trust to provide special services and programs that might not otherwise be 
possible. As this year draws to a close and year-end contributions are 
being made, we hope our friends will keep the Trust and its needs in mind. 
Contributions to the National Trust are tax deductible to the extent allow- 
ed by law. -- R.R.G., Jr. 


MAYOR JOHN F. COLLINS OF BOSTON recently announced appointment of a 
48-member Boston Historical Conservation Committee to make a city-wide sur- 
vey of all buildings of historical value. Designated as chairman was Walter 
Muir Whitehill, director of the Boston Athenaeum Library, trustee of the 
National Trust and member of the Boston National Historic Sites Commission. 
The new committee will make recommendations for preservation or rehabilita- 
tion of old structures, some in the path of contemplated urban renewal pro- 
jects,and will work with the development administrator to set standards for 
preservation of Boston's historically important buildings. National Trust 
members on the committee are: Mrs. Ropes Cabot, John Codman, Abbott Lowell 
Cummings, Bertram K. Little, David M. K. McKibbin, William B. Osgood, Perry 
T. Rathbone, and Edwin W. Small. 


CANADIAN HERITAGE OF QUEBEC, a privately operated,non-profit trust,has 
been formed to buy and preserve historic buildings and places of natural 
beauty. President John Molson of Montreal said the trust, similar to those 
already operating in England, Scotland and the United States, has already 
acquired a number of buildings and some land -- two Montreal area houses, 
in Westmount and Chateauguay, and historic and scenic land at Perce on the 
Gaspe Peninsula and at Tadoussac. Mr. Molson called for a similar trust 
operating throughout Canada. Although the Quebec group is intended to work 
chiefly in Quebec, Molson said "it can and will ecoaser® anywhere in Canada 
if the occasion arises." ARCHIVES 
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Horatio Greenough's George Washington 


Stewart L. Udall presented a plaque to the AIA last month designating The 
Octagon, its headquarters in Washington, D, C., a national historical monu- 
ment. At the same time he commented on the problems which have arisen over 
his proposal to send displaced statues from the nation's capital to sites 


in other areas. 


The first to be sent out of the city was the statue of William Jen- 
nings Bryan, which was sent to his birthplace in Salem, Ill. It was dis- 
placed from its site at 26th and Constitution by the highway approach to 
the Theodore Roosevelt Bridge. 


A proposal was made to send to Carlisle, Pa., the bronze statue of 
Dr. Benjamin Rush, Signer of the Declaration of Independence and leading 
medical practitioner and teacher of his day. This proposal is still under 
debate. Unalterably opposed to the removal of any monument or memorial 
from the nation's capital is the Commission of Fine Arts, the National 
Academy of Design and the National Sculpture Society. 
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REMOVAL OF NATIONAL MEMORIALS OPPOSED -- Secretary of the Interior 


Being a center of controversy is not new for Washington's sculptured 
heroes. Horatio Greenough's mammoth marble statue of George Washington was 
commissioned in 1833. Eight years later it was brought to the Capitol and 
the doors had to be widened temporarily to admit it. There the half-draped 
figure in a Roman toga became, according to its creator, "the butt of wise- 
acres and witlings." The partial nudity of the Father of his Country of- 
fended the delicate sensibilities of many and the statue was placed outside 
to the great disappointment of Greenough who stated, "I have treated the 
subject poetically and I confess I should feel pain at seeing it placed in 
direct and flagrant contrast with everyday life." The statue not having 
been designed for outdoors began to disintegrate, exposed to the elements, 
and in 1908 was carted off to an obscure location in a hallway to the chap- 
el of the Smithsonian Institution. Tides of taste have changed again, and 
in plans for the new building of the Smithsonian, Greenough's patriotic 
statue will have a place of special prominence. 


the house where Theodore Roosevelt took the oath of office for president on 
September 14, 1901. The 123-year-old Greek Revival mansion, which has been 
the Kathryn Lawrence Restaurant for the past 24 years has been leased for 
50 years to a development company. The company has promised to postpone 
demolition to give the community an opportunity to save the structure. The 
Buffalo & Erie County Historical Society, which is seeking ways to save the 
house, recently succeeded in preserving Buffalo's 1833 Lighthouse. 


111-YEAR-OLD MURPHY HOUSE, Sunnyvale, Calif., California's registered 
historical landmark No. 644, has been demolished. Its plaque read: "Martin 
Murphy, Jr., arrived in California with his family in 1844 in the first 
wagon train to cross the Sierra Nevada. The founder of Sunnyvale, he con- 
structed here his house of pre-fabricated lumber, brought around the Horn 
in 1849. Members of the Murphy family lived here continuously until 1953, 
when the property was acquired by the city of Sunnyvale." The Sunnyvale 
City Council voted to raze the termite-ridden and fire-damaged structure 
after the state declared they were "uninterested" in restoring the building 


as a historic landmark. 


SAUGUS IRON WORKS, Mass., faces an uncertain future. The iron and 
steel industry, through the American Iron and Steel Institute, has ended 
its annual subsidy to the early industrial landmark, after spending $2.5 
million on its excavation, restoration and maintenance during the past 
seven years. J. Sanger Attwill, president of the First Iron Works Associa- 
tion which operates the restoration, states that he has stretched his op- 
eration budget to the limit. "Somewhere, somehow, someone is going to come 
to our aid. For no one is going to let this fine historical reminder of 
the Colonial pioneering era die just for lack of money." 


VIEUX CARRE COURIER, Vol. 1, No. 1, “hit the streets" of New Orleans 
November 25. Publication of this weekly community newspaper is by a Louis- 
iana corporation composed of eight persons long interested in the Vieux 
Carre; editors are Mr. and Mrs. William J. Long. Special features include 
an article on the Shadows-on-the-Teche and "The Quarter Epicure," featuring 
Mrs. Jacob Morrison's dirty rice. 


A REPRIEVE HAS BEEN GRANTED THE ANSLEY WILCOX MANSION, Buffalo, N. Y., ™ 


AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF INTERIOR DESIGNERS' National Committee on His- 
toric Preservation, under the chairmanship of Mrs. Francis Henry Lenygon, 
contributed paint, fabrics and material for the restoration of the interior 
of the Shadows-on-the-Teche, New Iberia, La. Contributing firms were F. 
Schumacher & Co. (the gold moire for the dining room curtains, the red 
damask for the drawing room curtains, velvet for the drawing room chairs 
and striped silk for the Baltimore-Sheraton sofa); Nancy McClelland, Inc. 
(the wallpaper and border for the drawing room and tiie wallpaper and border 
for the girls' bedroom); Stroheim & Romann (the black horsehair for the 
dining room chairs); Jones & Erwin, Inc. (the wallpaper border for the din- 
ing room); Katzenbach & Warren (wallpaper for the dining room); Martin- 
Senour Company (paint for the interior and mixed colors to match the origi- 
nal found on the woodwork); Gotham Carpet Associates, Inc. (matting used as 
floor covering in many of the rooms); Greeff Fabrics (tambour curtains for 
the sitting room, the organdy under-curtains for the drawing room and the 
muslin curtains for the master bedroom and the girls' bedroom). 


WILLIAM HOWARD TAFT MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION recently approved plans for 
the restoration of the former president's birthplace in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
The organization estimated that the restoration will cost approximately 
$150,000, which will include a modest endowment for maintenance. Members 
of the Taft family have begun the fund with contributions totaling $25,000. 
The 1868 house will serve as a public museum and will also honor other mem- 
bers of the family, including the late Sen. Robert A. Taft. 


CARRINGTON HOUSE, Providence, R. I.,was purchased by Washington Irving 
who plans to restore the house and use it as a residence. Mr. Irving is a 
great, great grand-nephew of the American author and was brought up in the 
latter's house, Sunnyside. Carrington House was deeded in 1936 to the 
Rhode Island School of Design, without maintenance funds, as a memorial to 
the Carrington family and as an example of an early nineteenth-century 
residence. It is believed to have been built about 1811 and bought by 
Edward Carrington the following year. Mr. Carrington had been U. S. consul 
in Canton, China, prior to the War of 1812, owned a large fleet of clipper 
ships and was engaged in the China and East India trade. The house has 
been exhibited with the Carringtons' collection of early American and 
Chinese furnishings. There is original wallpaper made especially in China 
for some of the rooms; other papers were designed by Joseph DuFour. 


HISTORIC HENDERSON, INC.(Ky.) has gone to court to save its 118-year- 
old Henderson County Courthouse. The National Trust, in coming to the aid 
of the local group, stated that "The Greek Revival structure, erected in 
the mid-nineteenth century by Littleberry Weaver, was recorded in the na- 
tional Historic American Buildings Survey in 1934, and is accepted as a 
significant architectural and historical monument of the region and of the 
nation." Henderson Fiscal Court, its old building having been allowed to 
deteriorate and inadequate for its space requirements, has hired an archi- 
tect to prepare plans for a new building. In addition to tearing down the 
old courthouse, the Indian mound on which it rests would also be leveled. 


The National Trust for Historic Preservation is actively seeking new members. Mail 
or give this to a friend. Memberships available: Individual—Associate (Student, 
Teacher, Professional) $5 Active $10 Contributing $25 Sustaining $100 Life $1000; 
Organization—Active $25 Contributing $50 Sustaining $100; Corporation—$100 and up. 


